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Some Park News 
As you have noticed, the park is 

undergoing some changes! Good 

changes, right?   

Kat has already created a new set 

of books for billing and you will 

notice that you now see your 

starting point and end point for the 

electric meter. Having this 

information will make it easy for 

you to check your electric usage 

during those hot weeks! Just take 

the total used during any period 

and divide it by the number of 

days. This will let you see what 

your average daily usage is. One 

thing we have learned lately is that 

automatic ice-cube makers use a 

lot of energy! Who’d have 

guessed?  

The MEC (Mohave Electric 

Cooperative) won’t tell us what the 

rate is going to be for the coming 

month, but they do have one piece 

of advice that is worth sharing: 

“It’s cheaper to save than use 
energy. When not in use, turn off 
the juice.” Gillman, Mohave Daily 

News, July 29 2009, page A3 

It’s the best advice out there 

concerning energy usage, so keep 

your bill low by turning off lights 

and you will also keep the coop’s 

bill lower by requiring less energy!  

August Park Potluck: 

Aug 22 
Don’t forget: it’s the Dog Days of 

Summer!  Bring a small side dish to 

share and your own plates and 

utensils. Don’t forget to submit 

your good neighbor nominations to 

Sandy in #1 and get your friends 

and neighbors the recognition they 

deserve! 

July Potluck Photos  
If you missed the potluck, you 

missed a good time and lots of good 

food and new friends.  

We had a drawing for prizes (Dave 

won a magnifying glass!) and 

welcomed new neighbors Tom and 

Debby in #23.  

Each month the party gets bigger – 

hope to see you all there next time! 
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Sun & Stars Trailer Port 

1151 Riverfront Drive 
Bullhead City, AZ 86442 
 

Manager: Kat Alvidrez, #25 

Asst Mgr: Jean Sprouse, #2 

 
Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri: 8-10 am, 3-5 pm 

Sat: 10-12 pm 
Sun: Closed (leave msg) 

Telephones:  
928-758-3340 (office) 

928-201-5282 (emergency) 

 

Reminder: Always clean up after your 
dog! Park rules state that you will lose 
your deposit and could even be evicted 

for not picking up after your dog. This 
means everywhere in the park 
including the riverfront, 

driveways, and in your own 
yards. Don’t leave it for one of 
your neighbors to step in!  

There is a fish mailbox at #26 full of 

plastic bags just for this purpose.  

Arizona law says your dog must be 
licensed or kept in an enclosed (fenced) 
area. It is up to you to ensure that your 

dog is not a nuisance to your neighbors. 
Keep the park safe for all – both 
humans and our fur friends. 
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Q: Hey, Gary! Who’s going to do all 
the little jobs around here now? 
NoPlumberHere! 

A: Dear NoPlumber, From now on, we 
will hire the work to be done. In time, 

we will have a couple of contractors 

who specialize in the areas needed. 
Kat will be distributing a form for you 
to complete whenever you have 

concerns or complaints. Look for 
more info in the next newsletter.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Q: Dear Gary, What’s this I hear about 
the cost of electricity? Is it true that 

our bills might go up? Lit-Up 

A: Yes, Lit-Up, costs might go up but 
they might go down too! This month 

they went down! There was a rumor 

that the park charges the residents 
more than we pay but this is not true. 
We often get billed more than what 

we charge the residents but have 
never passed on the costs. The 
electric company is a cooperative and 

they charge customers based on how 

much they have to pay for the 
electricity.  

 
Starting this month, we took the 
amount charged by the coop and 

multiplied it by your usage. As you 
can see, the cost went down from .15 
to .13 per kilowatt! The difference 

won’t always be noticeable but it is 

reminder to everyone to conserve 

energy whenever you can.  
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Dear Gary… 

Calendar Events 

August 22 
11 am – 2 pm, Bottom of the 
Hill – Bring canopies! 

Dog Days of Summer park 
celebration 

Join us between spaces #25 and 
#26 for this month’s potluck, 
Bring your favorite side dish and 
your own lawn chairs. Potluck 
Contest winner will be selected 
by those in attendance! The 
winners of the Park Pride and 
Good Neighbor prizes will also 
be selected! Door prizes will be 
awarded! 

August 20  
Deadline for September 
newsletter submissions 

We are accepting Good 
Neighbor nominations, Dear 
Gary notes, Calendar events, and 
articles written by residents. 
We reserve the right to edit 
and/or exclude all submissions. 

 

Bulletin Board 

Good News/Bad News 

No one wants to hear bad 

news, but if something is 

wrong here at the park, we 

want to know about it. At the 

same time, good news is also 

important. If you have a 

comment or question you would 

like addressed by the park 

manager, just drop a note into 

her mailbox (#25). There will be 

blank forms in the box for you 

to fill out and you don’t even 

need to sign your name!  

Let us know and we will see what 

we can do!   



 

 

 

You’ve got MYou’ve got MYou’ve got MYou’ve got MAIL!AIL!AIL!AIL! 

Hi, Neighbors! I realize that 

all of you who read the 
newsletter are expecting me to 

be in your bushes… However, 

that is not going to be the 
case. I was delighted to be 

considered for the Assistant 
Manager role but, as most of 

you who live by me know, I am 
having a hard time getting my 

yard and house back together, 

so I am going to concentrate 
on that. I know we are going 

to have some great times 
coming up! Someone really dear 

to me said, “Is the important 

thing to possibly build a 

lasting friendship for life or 

a position in management?” I 
choose friendship and I hope 

all of us who live here will 

find a friend.  

Thank you, Kat, Kolleen, and 
Gary for a wonderful place to 

live and the offer.  

Ellen (#17) 

Meet your New 

Park Managers 

Kat (#25) is a native Californian 

by way of 14 years in Iowa. She 

has one daughter, Marina, and 

two granddaughters Mia and 

Lexi, all living in Northern 

California with the best son-in-

law in the world, Tommy. Kat 

was a high school teacher for 10 

years and now makes her living 

teaching online at the local 

community college. Because she 

works from home, her office 

hours have to be limited to allow 

her time to grade papers and 

teach, just as if she was at an 

office or school offsite. You can 

still come by with emergencies, 

of course, and you can always 

call the office and leave a 

message if you just want to chat 

or pass on information. Kat will 

be handling the billing and 

contracting out work around the 

park. She is working on a list of 

contractors we can call to do 

plumbing, electric, and yard 

maintenance, so if you have any 

friends who do this kind of work, 

let her know! 

Jean (#2) is 

a native 

Iowan. She 

has lived in 

Colorado, 

but spent 

most of her 

life in Centerville, Iowa, a small 

town south of Ottumwa. Jean 

has worked for the State of Iowa 

for most of her life and is now 

retired. She has four children, a 

son and two daughters who still 

live in Iowa, and another 

daughter, Nicole, who now lives 

here in Arizona. Three of Jean’s 

six grandkids live here in Arizona: 

Gavin, Garrett, and Braden. 

Nicole and her husband Chris will 

be seen around the park often, 

visiting Jean and Kat, and doing 

various jobs for the park. If you 

need hourly help with anything, 

let Jean know and she will put 

you in touch with Chris. 

Jean will be delivering mail, 

reading the meters, and checking 

in with residents along with Kat. 

In Kat’s absence, she will collect 

rent and provide receipts for 

cash payments. She will also be 

responsible for notifying 

residents in the event of park 

rules violations.   

Cooking with Kat 
By Kat, Space #25 

This month’s recipe is for what we 
call Poor Man’s Caviar. It makes a 
nice appetizer in the hot summer.  

Caviar Mix 

1 can of navy beans 
1 can of black beans 
1 can of corn 
1 can of Ro-Tel chopped tomatoes    
and green chilis 
1 chopped onion (small pieces) 

Add seasoning 
to taste and 
refrigerate for 
at least three 
hours. Serve it 
with tortilla chips or crackers and 
guacamole on the side for a 
refreshing snack. 

~~~ 
One cannot think well, love well, 
sleep well, if one has not dined 
well. -Virginia Woolf 

Park Going Green 

You may have noticed new 

plastic garbage cans at the top of 

the hill near the maintenance 

shed. These cans are for the 

recycling. At this time, we are 

recycling plastic bottles, glass, 

and aluminum cans. Depending 

on how quickly they fill, Kat will 

be taking them to the recycling 

stations in Bullhead. If you have 

a large quantity (such as after a 

party), we would appreciate it if  



 

 

PARK GOING GREEN (Continued)  

you let us know or you could 

drop off your own at one of the 

city’s recycling stations. Let us 

know if you need help! 

Garbage might not be such an 

issue if the products would break 

down more quickly, but some of 

the garbage thrown out takes far 

longer than a human’s lifespan 

to decompose. Cigarette butts 

are a wonderful example; many 

think that they are made out of 

cotton and that they will 

disintegrate after a few rains and 

be gone. This is false, not only do 

they release toxins into 

rainwater when they get wet, 

but they are chemically treated 

and take up to twelve years to 

break down completely. 

Aluminum cans can take 

anywhere from 200-500 years to 

go through the breakdown 

process. Diapers and sanitary 

napkins are an even worse 

offender, taking 500-800 years. 

One of the worst things to see in 

a landfill is Styrofoam; it can stick 

around for up to 5000 years. 

Surprisingly the worst was glass; 

glass can take 1 million years 

before it disappears. 

 

We may not be able to 

completely fix all the negative 

effects that humanity has had on 

the earth but we can make a 

difference. Researchers from 

Yale found that our forests could 

possibly recover in as little as 42 

years and the oceans bottom in 

10 years. Even the smallest 

efforts pay off in some way. 

Instead of getting that cup of 

coffee on the way to work, why 

not use an insulated mug and 

make a cup at home to take 

along. On the way home from 

work instead of stopping for 

lunch, prepare something the 

night before to have right away 

when arriving home. Not only 

would this be more ecologically 

friendly, but most likely it would 

be healthier as well. Future 

generations will thank you for 

your efforts and with enough 

worldwide cooperation between 

people and industry we can keep 

our earth healthy for a long time 

to come.  
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Don’t Make Me Laugh! 

Mildred, the church gossip, and 

self-appointed monitor of the 

church's morals, kept sticking her 

nose into other people's business. 

Several members did not approve 

of her extracurricular activities, 

but feared her enough to maintain 

their silence. 

She made a mistake, however, 

when she accused Frank, a new 

member, of being an alcoholic 

after she saw his old pickup 

parked in front of the town's only 

bar one afternoon.  

She emphatically told Frank (and 

several others) that everyone 

seeing it there would KNOW what 

he was doing. 

Frank, a man of few words, stared 

at her for a moment and just 

turned and walked away.  He 

didn't explain, defend, or deny. He 

said nothing. 

Later that 

evening, 

Frank 

quietly 

parked his pickup in front of 

Mildred's house, walked home . . . 

and left it there all night!!!  

August 2009 - Good Neighbor Nomination 

Name of good neighbor:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Space #:   ___________ Nominated by: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please place nominations in Sandy and Craig’s mailbox (Space #1). Thanks! 

 


